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What Is the Estate Tax Impact of Using Various  

Estate Planning Tools? 
 

Here's how the estate tax flows from the estate of the first spouse to die to the 
second spouse's estate and, ultimately, to the heirs, using a variety of estate 

planning tools… 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Estate Tax Flow Chart 
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